 Year 4 Parent Information
Summer Term 1
Year 4 Staff
Mr Gibbs, Mrs Maddison, Mrs Smith and Mrs Rawlings (Tuesday mornings)
Homework
Please can you ensure that children complete:
•	10 minutes reading every day. Books and records to be handed in every day. Books to be changed flexibly. Please ask comprehension questions whilst reading with your children at home. Examples of these are on our class page in the form of a printable bookmark to keep in your reading book. 
•	Optional Homework grid 

As the year progresses, more activities will be provided like grammar activities on Rollama, spellings on Spelling Shed and Times Tables grids to support with Maths.



Adventures across the Americas 
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Writing: In our writing sessions, we will be using the book ‘The Barnabus Project’ by the Fan Brothers. We will be recapping the basic skills needed for writing, as well as looking at other grammatical features such as expanded noun phrases, speech and fronted adverbials. Our end of unit aims will be writing an alternate ending to the story inspired by our book and a set of instructions of how to escape from the secret lab in the story. 
Maths: We will be starting with our place value unit this term. We will be learning about numbers up to 10000 by identifying values, partitioning and comparing them. We will then start our addition and subtraction unit, which will begin with using place vale knowledge to support adding and subtracting numbers up to 10000. 

Science: Our science topic this term is called ‘Eat, Chew, Digest’. During this project, children learn about food chains and food webs, exploring what these scientific diagrams show and how they compare. They revisit interdependence and chat about how living things rely on each other. They also explore the human digestive system, teeth types and oral hygiene. Finally, they investigate how effective toothpaste is at protecting teeth.
PE: PE will be on a Tuesday and Friday.
On Tuesday afternoons we will be taking part in swimming lessons, so please ensure that you are sending your child’s swimming kit on this day. On Friday afternoons, we will be learning how to play netball effectively. PE kit consists of your child’s coloured house t-shirt and shorts or jogging bottoms in black or navy. 
Geography: Our geography topic this term is called ‘Adventures across the Americas’. During this project, children will explore North and South America using maps, atlases, globes and online mapping tools. They will identify countries, investigate climate zones and research one country in depth. They will compare the Sierra Nevada, Lake District and Alps, before planning a route across the Americas visiting key 

[bookmark: _GoBack]human and physical features. Finally, they will write an explorer’s log, share their work and answer the project question.
D&T: Our DT topic this term is called ‘Preserve it!’ During this project, children learn how food is kept fresh and safe through effective packaging. They explore healthy snacks, investigate food packaging and nets, and learn how a flat net forms a 3D package. Using this knowledge, children design, make, and evaluate packaging for a healthy snack, refining their ideas through testing and reflection.
PSHE: On Monday mornings, we will complete our final My Happy Mind module: Meet your Brain. This will focus on recapping what we can remember from previous years. We will be recapping who ‘Team H-A-P’ are and using strategies to help our brains work effectively to keep us happy.
Music: This term, we are very lucky to be receiving guitar lessons on a Thursday morning taught by the brilliant Mr Davies from the Gloucestershire Music Association.
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