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Great black Britons

Meany black Britons have achieved amazing

ings, instigating change and empowering
others, while overcoming racial and social
barriers in the process.

John Blanke was one of the earlest
recordeg black people in England after the
Roman period, and was a trumpeter i the
Tudor court in the 15005

lgnatius Sancho was an abolionst and
one of the first black writers o have a wide
Britsh reagership n the 17005

i sones

Olaudah Equiano was an abolitinist who
wrote 3 bestseling autobiograghy inthe 17005

William Cuffay w25 3 leading figure n the fight for the righs for the
working ciass during the 18005

Mary Seacole was 2 nurse in the 1800 who set Up the ‘Brfish H

the Crimes, where she cared for solders njured in the Crimean War

Claudia Jones was 2 poiitial activis n the 18005, who s described 35
‘e ‘mother of the Norting Hil Carnival

Olive Morri was a community leader and key organiser of the Black
Women's movement in the mid 19005

Lenford Kwesi Garrison was an ecucationalis
e Biack Cultural Archives to

nd actiist, whoset up
‘the history of black British identity.
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Black people in Britain in the
20th century

During the 20th century,
Britin recruited thousands
of solders and workers
from the West Indies to
help Britain fight in both
World Wars and to rebuild
the economy afterwarcs
However, mass arrials

of black people between
the 19505 and 18705
Gaused  rse n r2cal tensions and prejudice, and black people were
treated badly. The Race Relations Act wias passed in 1965, to comoat
prejudices that black and ehnic minority communiies faced. ft

has since been replaced with the Equalty Act 2010, Ths act covers
facial discrimination, but also other kinds of ntolerance, such a5
discrimination against gender, disability, sexual orientation or religion.
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Life for enslaved African people

Afican people were forcibly taken from their vilages and marched
to coastal trading forts o the viest coast of Afrca. They were locked
up in cels before being transported to the Americas. Conditions on
board the ships were 2pgalling, and many people died from sickness or
disease. Once they arrved in the Americas, they were sold at auction
an transported o work on plantations or a5 domesiic servants.
Ensiaves workers who ried to escape of rebel were severely punished,
but acts of resistance were common, a5 they despised the stuation
that they hag been forces into

lusrston ot 23,8 cask on cneship, Wi, 1560

Abolition of slavery

Many peopie, including plantation owners and traders, profited greatly
from the slave trade and were keen for i to continue. Brish cties,
banks and businesses aiso ceveloped 35 3 resul ofthe money made.
from the slave trace. However,over time, people came to believe
that slavery was wrong. A range of factors, such as ensiaved people:
rebeling against plantation owners inte First Maroon War and the
work of abolitionists, eventually 60 o the end of the save trace In
Briain n 1807. The Slavery Abolition Act was passed in 1833, which
mace savery iiegal. However,the ives of most emancipated slaves did
not improve for many years

African nations after slavery

Afte the Beriin West Africa Conference of 1884-1885, was held
between 14 European countrie, Affca was dviced nto 50 European
colonies. Many European people became extremely wesithy by
exploiting Afrca and is wealh of natural resources, and the division
of Affca marked another sruggle that Afican people faced for their
freedom from European control
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Beginning of the European
slave trade

Portugal’s involvement
From 1441 onwards, enslaved Afrcan people were transported to
Portugal and were bought, sold 2nd treated like cattle. This form of
nslavement became known a5 chattelslavery. African trbes sold
enslaved people from central Africa to Europe in exchange for uxury
£00ds and guns.

pain's involvement
In 1492, Christopher Columbus discovered Hispaniole, a Caricbean
island, which he caimed for Spain. On a ater voyage, he o0k sugar
cane to the Cariobean o create sugar plantations. Tne Incgenous
9eople of Hispaniols suffered greatly when they were ensiaved o work.
on the sugar plantations. A Spanish priest believed that Afrcan people
woulg be more suited 10 work on the plantations, because of their
Garker skin. African people were then targetes for ensiavement

Britain's role in the Mafa
Britain frs began transporting ensiaved Afican
people in 1562, when Elzabeth | gave John Haiwkins,
2n Engish naval commander, the permission to
9050, 8y 1650, Britain had seized several e

Indies islands from Spain, and was transporting
Severalthousand enslaved African people across.
the Atantic Ocean each year By the early 1800,
this number had increased to 120,000 each year.

In tota,Britain transported more enslaved Afrcan
people than any other European country iohn awiins

Triangular slave trade

The triangular siave trave was a very
profiiale system of ensizvement,
developed to provide labour for
plantations in the Americas. It
involved three journeys:

@ e fistjourney
Goods,incluing meta snd uns,
e anspored ot wes st
arinca,

(@) The second journey
Ensaved Africen people were transported o the Carioean and the
Americas Tris joure was also known s e midde passoge.

@) The third journey
Goods produced on the plantations were transported back to Europe.
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Maata timeline

1401 Portugal starts transporting enslaved
African people.

1492 Christopher Columbus discovers Hispaniola

1562 Britain begins transporting enslaved African
people across the Atlantic Ocean

1728 ‘The First Maroon War begins in Jamaica,
where escaped enslaved workers
fight British troops for the right to live
independently.

1800 Approximately 120,000 enslaved people
are transported, by British ships, to the
Caribbean and Americas every year.

1807 The Abolition of the Slave Trade Act is
passed

1831-1832 The largest rebellion of enslaved people
takes place in the British Caribbean

1833 The Slavery Abolition Act is passed

1884-1885 Africa is divided into 50 European colonies.

19481973 Around 500,000 people are invited to
gritain from the Caribbean tofill job
positions after the Second World War.
The first people arrived on a ship called
HMT Empire Windrush. All of the people
arriving in this way become known s the
“Windrush generation’.

1965 ‘The Race Relations Act is passed.

2010 The Equality Act s passed




